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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 2010

Barack H. Obama – President of the United States
Joseph Biden – Vice President of the United States

United States Senators
Kelly A. Ayotte
Jeanne Shaheen

Representatives in Congress
Frank Guinta

Governor of the State of New Hampshire
John Lynch

Executive Councilor – District I
Raymond S. Burton

State Senator
James R. Forsythe

State Representatives
Peter S. Bolster
Guy Comtois

Robert J. Malone
Alida Millham

James P. Pilliod
Jeffrey L. St. Cyr

Elaine B. Swinford

Town Population
5,144

2009: Office of State Planning
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RIGHT TO KNOW LAW

TITLE VI
PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

CHAPTER 91-A
ACCESS TO GOVERNMENTAL RECORDS AND

MEETINGS

Section 91-A:1

91-A:1 Preamble. – Openness in the conduct of public business is essential to a
democratic society. The purpose of this chapter is to ensure both the greatest possible
public access to the actions, discussions and records of all public bodies, and their
accountability to the people.

Source. 1967, 251:1. 1971, 327:1. 1977, 540:1, eff. Sept. 13, 1977.

Section 91-A:1-a

91-A:1-a Definitions. – In this chapter:
I. "Advisory committee'' means any committee, council, commission, or other like

body whose primary purpose is to consider an issue or issues designated by the
appointing authority so as to provide such authority with advice or recommendations
concerning the formulation of any public policy or legislation that may be promoted,
modified, or opposed by such authority.

II. "Governmental proceedings'' means the transaction of any functions affecting any or
all citizens of the state by a public body.

III. "Governmental records'' means any information created, accepted, or obtained by,
or on behalf of, any public body, or a quorum or majority thereof, or any public agency in
furtherance of its official function. Without limiting the foregoing, the term
"governmental records'' includes any written communication or other information,
whether in paper, electronic, or other physical form, received by a quorum or majority of
a public body in furtherance of its official function, whether at a meeting or outside a
meeting of the body. The term "governmental records'' shall also include the term "public
records.''

IV. "Information'' means knowledge, opinions, facts, or data of any kind and in
whatever physical form kept or maintained, including, but not limited to, written, aural,
visual, electronic, or other physical form.



V. "Public agency'' means any agency, authority, department, or office of the state or
of any county, town, municipal corporation, school district, school administrative unit,
chartered public school, or other political subdivision.

VI. "Public body'' means any of the following:
(a) The general court including executive sessions of committees; and including any

advisory committee established by the general court.
(b) The executive council and the governor with the executive council; including any

advisory committee established by the governor by executive order or by the executive
council.

(c) Any board or commission of any state agency or authority, including the board of
trustees of the university system of New Hampshire and any committee, advisory or
otherwise, established by such entities.

(d) Any legislative body, governing body, board, commission, committee, agency, or
authority of any county, town, municipal corporation, school district, school
administrative unit, chartered public school, or other political subdivision, or any
committee, subcommittee, or subordinate body thereof, or advisory committee thereto.

(e) Any corporation that has as its sole member the state of New Hampshire, any
county, town, municipal corporation, school district, school administrative unit, village
district, or other political subdivision, and that is determined by the Internal Revenue
Service to be a tax exempt organization pursuant to section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.

Source. 1977, 540:2. 1986, 83:2. 1989, 274:1. 1995, 260:4, eff. July 1, 1995. 2001,
223:1, eff. Jan. 1, 2002. 2008, 278:3, eff. July 1, 2008 at 12:01 a.m.; 303:3, eff. July 1,
2008; 303:8, eff. Sept. 5, 2008 at 12:01 a.m.; 354:1, eff. Sept. 5, 2008.

Section 91-A:2

91-A:2 Meetings Open to Public. –
I. For the purpose of this chapter, a "meeting'' means the convening of a quorum of the

membership of a public body, as defined in RSA 91-A:1-a, VI, or the majority of the
members of such public body if the rules of that body define "quorum'' as more than a
majority of its members, whether in person, by means of telephone or electronic
communication, or in any other manner such that all participating members are able to
communicate with each other contemporaneously, subject to the provisions set forth in
RSA 91-A:2, III, for the purpose of discussing or acting upon a matter or matters over
which the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power. A
chance, social, or other encounter not convened for the purpose of discussing or acting
upon such matters shall not constitute a meeting if no decisions are made regarding such
matters. "Meeting'' shall also not include:

(a) Strategy or negotiations with respect to collective bargaining;
(b) Consultation with legal counsel;
(c) A caucus consisting of elected members of a public body of the same political

party who were elected on a partisan basis at a state general election or elected on a
partisan basis by a town or city which has adopted a partisan ballot system pursuant to
RSA 669:12 or RSA 44:2; or



(d) Circulation of draft documents which, when finalized, are intended only to
formalize decisions previously made in a meeting; provided, that nothing in this
subparagraph shall be construed to alter or affect the application of any other section of
RSA 91-A to such documents or related communications.

II. Subject to the provisions of RSA 91-A:3, all meetings, whether held in person, by
means of telephone or electronic communication, or in any other manner, shall be open to
the public. Except for town meetings, school district meetings, and elections, no vote
while in open session may be taken by secret ballot. Any person shall be permitted to use
recording devices, including, but not limited to, tape recorders, cameras, and videotape
equipment, at such meetings. Minutes of all such meetings, including names of members,
persons appearing before the public bodies, and a brief description of the subject matter
discussed and final decisions, shall be promptly recorded and open to public inspection
not more than 5 business days after the meeting, except as provided in RSA 91-A:6, and
shall be treated as permanent records of any public body, or any subordinate body
thereof, without exception. Except in an emergency or when there is a meeting of a
legislative committee, a notice of the time and place of each such meeting, including a
nonpublic session, shall be posted in 2 appropriate places one of which may be the public
body's Internet website, if such exists, or shall be printed in a newspaper of general
circulation in the city or town at least 24 hours, excluding Sundays and legal holidays,
prior to such meetings. An emergency shall mean a situation where immediate undelayed
action is deemed to be imperative by the chairman or presiding officer of the public body,
who shall post a notice of the time and place of such meeting as soon as practicable, and
shall employ whatever further means are reasonably available to inform the public that a
meeting is to be held. The minutes of the meeting shall clearly spell out the need for the
emergency meeting. When a meeting of a legislative committee is held, publication made
pursuant to the rules of the house of representatives or the senate, whichever rules are
appropriate, shall be sufficient notice. If the charter of any city or town or guidelines or
rules of order of any public body require a broader public access to official meetings and
records than herein described, such charter provisions or guidelines or rules of order shall
take precedence over the requirements of this chapter. For the purposes of this paragraph,
a business day means the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Monday through Friday, excluding
national and state holidays.

III. A public body may, but is not required to, allow one or more members of the body
to participate in a meeting by electronic or other means of communication for the benefit
of the public and the governing body, subject to the provisions of this paragraph.

(a) A member of the public body may participate in a meeting other than by
attendance in person at the location of the meeting only when such attendance is not
reasonably practical. Any reason that such attendance is not reasonably practical shall be
stated in the minutes of the meeting.

(b) Except in an emergency, a quorum of the public body shall be physically present
at the location specified in the meeting notice as the location of the meeting. For purposes
of this subparagraph, an "emergency'' means that immediate action is imperative and the
physical presence of a quorum is not reasonably practical within the period of time
requiring action. The determination that an emergency exists shall be made by the
chairman or presiding officer of the public body, and the facts upon which that
determination is based shall be included in the minutes of the meeting.



(c) Each part of a meeting required to be open to the public shall be audible or
otherwise discernable to the public at the location specified in the meeting notice as the
location of the meeting. Each member participating electronically or otherwise must be
able to simultaneously hear each other and speak to each other during the meeting, and
shall be audible or otherwise discernable to the public in attendance at the meeting's
location. Any member participating in such fashion shall identify the persons present in
the location from which the member is participating. No meeting shall be conducted by
electronic mail or any other form of communication that does not permit the public to
hear, read, or otherwise discern meeting discussion contemporaneously at the meeting
location specified in the meeting notice.

(d) Any meeting held pursuant to the terms of this paragraph shall comply with all of
the requirements of this chapter relating to public meetings, and shall not circumvent the
spirit and purpose of this chapter as expressed in RSA 91-A:1.

(e) A member participating in a meeting by the means described in this paragraph is
deemed to be present at the meeting for purposes of voting. All votes taken during such a
meeting shall be by roll call vote.

Source. 1967, 251:1. 1969, 482:1. 1971, 327:2. 1975, 383:1. 1977, 540:3. 1983, 279:1.
1986, 83:3. 1991, 217:2, eff. Jan. 1, 1992. 2003, 287:7, eff. July 18, 2003. 2007, 59:2, eff.
July 31, 2007. 2008, 278:2, eff. July 1, 2008 at 12:01 a.m.; 303:4, eff. July 1, 2008.

Section 91-A:2-a

91-A:2-a Communications Outside Meetings. –
I. Unless exempted from the definition of "meeting'' under RSA 91-A:2, I, public

bodies shall deliberate on matters over which they have supervision, control, jurisdiction,
or advisory power only in meetings held pursuant to and in compliance with the
provisions of RSA 91-A:2, II or III.

II. Communications outside a meeting, including, but not limited to, sequential
communications among members of a public body, shall not be used to circumvent the
spirit and purpose of this chapter as expressed in RSA 91-A:1.

Source. 2008, 303:4, eff. July 1, 2008.

Section 91-A:3

91-A:3 Nonpublic Sessions. –
I. (a) Public bodies shall not meet in nonpublic session, except for one of the purposes

set out in paragraph II. No session at which evidence, information, or testimony in any
form is received shall be closed to the public, except as provided in paragraph II. No
public body may enter nonpublic session, except pursuant to a motion properly made and
seconded.

(b) Any motion to enter nonpublic session shall state on its face the specific
exemption under paragraph II which is relied upon as foundation for the nonpublic
session. The vote on any such motion shall be by roll call, and shall require the
affirmative vote of the majority of members present.



(c) All discussions held and decisions made during nonpublic session shall be
confined to the matters set out in the motion.

II. Only the following matters shall be considered or acted upon in nonpublic session:
(a) The dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the

disciplining of such employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or her,
unless the employee affected (1) has a right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting
be open, in which case the request shall be granted.

(b) The hiring of any person as a public employee.
(c) Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation

of any person, other than a member of the public body itself, unless such person requests
an open meeting. This exemption shall extend to any application for assistance or tax
abatement or waiver of a fee, fine, or other levy, if based on inability to pay or poverty of
the applicant.

(d) Consideration of the acquisition, sale, or lease of real or personal property which,
if discussed in public, would likely benefit a party or parties whose interests are adverse
to those of the general community.

(e) Consideration or negotiation of pending claims or litigation which has been
threatened in writing or filed against the public body or any subdivision thereof, or
against any member thereof because of his or her membership in such public body, until
the claim or litigation has been fully adjudicated or otherwise settled. Any application
filed for tax abatement, pursuant to law, with any body or board shall not constitute a
threatened or filed litigation against any public body for the purposes of this
subparagraph.

(f) Consideration of applications by the adult parole board under RSA 651-A.
(g) Consideration of security-related issues bearing on the immediate safety of

security personnel or inmates at the county correctional facilities by county correctional
superintendents or their designees.

(h) Consideration of applications by the business finance authority under RSA 162-
A:7-10 and 162-A:13, where consideration of an application in public session would
cause harm to the applicant or would inhibit full discussion of the application.

(i) Consideration of matters relating to the preparation for and the carrying out of
emergency functions, including training to carry out such functions, developed by local
or state safety officials that are directly intended to thwart a deliberate act that is intended
to result in widespread or severe damage to property or widespread injury or loss of life.

(j) Consideration of confidential, commercial, or financial information that is exempt
from public disclosure under RSA 91-A:5, IV in an adjudicative proceeding pursuant to
RSA 541 or RSA 541-A.

III. Minutes of meetings in nonpublic session shall be kept and the record of all actions
shall be promptly made available for public inspection, except as provided in this section.
Minutes and decisions reached in nonpublic session shall be publicly disclosed within 72
hours of the meeting, unless, by recorded vote of 2/3 of the members present, it is
determined that divulgence of the information likely would affect adversely the
reputation of any person other than a member of the public body itself, or render the
proposed action ineffective, or pertain to terrorism, more specifically, to matters relating
to the preparation for and the carrying out of all emergency functions, developed by local
or state safety officials that are directly intended to thwart a deliberate act that is intended



to result in widespread or severe damage to property or widespread injury or loss of life.
This shall include training to carry out such functions. In the event of such circumstances,
information may be withheld until, in the opinion of a majority of members, the aforesaid
circumstances no longer apply.

Source. 1967, 251:1. 1969, 482:2. 1971, 327:3. 1977, 540:4. 1983, 184:1. 1986, 83:4.
1991, 217:3. 1992, 34:1, 2. 1993, 46:1, eff. June 7, 1993; 335:16, eff. June 29, 1993.
2002, 222:2, 3, eff. Jan. 1, 2003. 2004, 42:1, eff. Jan. 1, 2005. 2008, 303:4, eff. July 1,
2008. 2010, 206:1, eff. June 22, 2010.

Section 91-A:4

91-A:4 Minutes and Records Available for Public Inspection. –
I. Every citizen during the regular or business hours of all public bodies or agencies,

and on the regular business premises of such public bodies or agencies, has the right to
inspect all governmental records in the possession, custody, or control of such public
bodies or agencies, including minutes of meetings of the public bodies, and to copy and
make memoranda or abstracts of the records or minutes so inspected, except as otherwise
prohibited by statute or RSA 91-A:5. In this section, "to copy'' means the reproduction of
original records by whatever method, including but not limited to photography,
photostatic copy, printing, or electronic or tape recording.

I-a. Records of any payment made to an employee of any public body or agency listed
in RSA 91-A:1-a, VI(a)-(d), or to the employee's agent or designee, upon the resignation,
discharge, or retirement of the employee, paid in addition to regular salary and accrued
vacation, sick, or other leave, shall immediately be made available without alteration for
public inspection. All records of payments shall be available for public inspection
notwithstanding that the matter may have been considered or acted upon in nonpublic
session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3.

II. After the completion of a meeting of a public body, every citizen, during the regular
or business hours of such public body, and on the regular business premises of such
public body, has the right to inspect all notes, materials, tapes, or other sources used for
compiling the minutes of such meetings, and to make memoranda or abstracts or to copy
such notes, materials, tapes, or sources inspected, except as otherwise prohibited by
statute or RSA 91-A:5.

III. Each public body or agency shall keep and maintain all governmental records in its
custody at its regular office or place of business in an accessible place and, if there is no
such office or place of business, the governmental records pertaining to such public body
or agency shall be kept in an office of the political subdivision in which such public body
or agency is located or, in the case of a state agency, in an office designated by the
secretary of state.

III-a. Governmental records created or maintained in electronic form shall be kept and
maintained for the same retention or archival periods as their paper counterparts.
Governmental records in electronic form kept and maintained beyond the applicable
retention or archival period shall remain accessible and available in accordance with RSA
91-A:4, III. Methods that may be used to keep and maintain governmental records in
electronic form may include, but are not limited to, copying to microfilm or paper or to



durable electronic media using standard or common file formats.
III-b. A governmental record in electronic form shall no longer be subject to disclosure

pursuant to this section after it has been initially and legally deleted. For purposes of this
paragraph, a record in electronic form shall be considered to have been deleted only if it
is no longer readily accessible to the public body or agency itself. The mere transfer of an
electronic record to a readily accessible "deleted items'' folder or similar location on a
computer shall not constitute deletion of the record.

IV. Each public body or agency shall, upon request for any governmental record
reasonably described, make available for inspection and copying any such governmental
record within its files when such records are immediately available for such release. If a
public body or agency is unable to make a governmental record available for immediate
inspection and copying, it shall, within 5 business days of request, make such record
available, deny the request in writing with reasons, or furnish written acknowledgment of
the receipt of the request and a statement of the time reasonably necessary to determine
whether the request shall be granted or denied. If a computer, photocopying machine, or
other device maintained for use by a public body or agency is used by the public body or
agency to copy the governmental record requested, the person requesting the copy may
be charged the actual cost of providing the copy, which cost may be collected by the
public body or agency. Nothing in this section shall exempt any person from paying fees
otherwise established by law for obtaining copies of governmental records or documents,
but if such fee is established for the copy, no additional costs or fees shall be charged.

V. In the same manner as set forth in RSA 91-A:4, IV, any public body or agency
which maintains governmental records in electronic format may, in lieu of providing
original records, copy governmental records requested to electronic media using standard
or common file formats in a manner that does not reveal information which is
confidential under this chapter or any other law. If copying to electronic media is not
reasonably practicable, or if the person or entity requesting access requests a different
method, the public body or agency may provide a printout of governmental records
requested, or may use any other means reasonably calculated to comply with the request
in light of the purpose of this chapter as expressed in RSA 91-A:1. Access to work
papers, personnel data, and other confidential information under RSA 91-A:5, IV shall
not be provided.

VI. Every agreement to settle a lawsuit against a governmental unit, threatened lawsuit,
or other claim, entered into by any political subdivision or its insurer, shall be kept on file
at the municipal clerk's office and made available for public inspection for a period of no
less than 10 years from the date of settlement.

VII. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require a public body or agency to
compile, cross-reference, or assemble information into a form in which it is not already
kept or reported by that body or agency.

Source. 1967, 251:1. 1983, 279:2. 1986, 83:5. 1997, 90:2, eff. Aug. 2, 1997. 2001, 223:2,
eff. Jan. 1, 2002. 2004, 246:2, eff. Aug. 14, 2004. 2008, 303:4, eff. July 1, 2008. 2009,
299:1, eff. Sept. 29, 2009.

Section 91-A:5



91-A:5 Exemptions. – The following governmental records are exempted from the
provisions of this chapter:

I. Records of grand and petit juries.
II. Records of parole and pardon boards.
III. Personal school records of pupils.
IV. Records pertaining to internal personnel practices; confidential, commercial, or

financial information; test questions, scoring keys, and other examination data used to
administer a licensing examination, examination for employment, or academic
examinations; and personnel, medical, welfare, library user, videotape sale or rental, and
other files whose disclosure would constitute invasion of privacy. Without otherwise
compromising the confidentiality of the files, nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit a
public body or agency from releasing information relative to health or safety from
investigative files on a limited basis to persons whose health or safety may be affected.

V. Teacher certification records in the department of education, provided that the
department shall make available teacher certification status information.

VI. Records pertaining to matters relating to the preparation for and the carrying out of
all emergency functions, including training to carry out such functions, developed by
local or state safety officials that are directly intended to thwart a deliberate act that is
intended to result in widespread or severe damage to property or widespread injury or
loss of life.

VII. Unique pupil identification information collected in accordance with RSA 193-
E:5.

VIII. Any notes or other materials made for personal use that do not have an official
purpose, including but not limited to, notes and materials made prior to, during, or after a
governmental proceeding.

IX. Preliminary drafts, notes, and memoranda and other documents not in their final
form and not disclosed, circulated, or available to a quorum or a majority of the members
of a public body.

Source. 1967, 251:1. 1986, 83:6. 1989, 184:2. 1990, 134:1. 1993, 79:1, eff. June 22,
1993. 2002, 222:4, eff. Jan. 1, 2003. 2004, 147:5, eff. Aug. 1, 2004; 246:3, 4, eff. Aug.
14, 2004. 2008, 303:4, eff. July 1, 2008.

Section 91-A:5-a

91-A:5-a Limited Purpose Release. – Records from non-public sessions under RSA
91-A:3, II(i) or that are exempt under RSA 91-A:5, VI may be released to local or state
safety officials. Records released under this section shall be marked "limited purpose
release'' and shall not be redisclosed by the recipient.

Source. 2002, 222:5, eff. Jan. 1, 2003.

Section 91-A:6

91-A:6 Employment Security. – This chapter shall apply to RSA 282-A, relative to
employment security; however, in addition to the exemptions under RSA 91-A:5, the



provisions of RSA 282-A:117-123 shall also apply; this provision shall be administered
and construed in the spirit of that section, and the exemptions from the provisions of this
chapter shall include anything exempt from public inspection under RSA 282-A:117-123
together with all records and data developed from RSA 282-A:117-123.

Source. 1967, 251:1. 1981, 576:5, eff. July 1, 1981.



Economic & Labor Market Information Bureau, NH Employment Security, 2010. Community Response Received 11/18/10 

All information regarding the communities is from sources deemed reliable and is submitted subject to errors, omissions, modifications, and withdrawals without notice. No warranty  
or representation is made as to the accuracy of the information contained herein. Specific questions regarding individual cities and towns should be directed to the community contact. 

Alton, NH 
 
Community Contact Town of Alton 
 Board of Selectmen 
 PO Box 659 
 Alton, NH  03809 
  
Telephone (603) 875-2161 
Fax (603) 875-0207 
E-mail administrator@alton.nh.gov 
Web Site www.alton.nh.gov 
  
Municipal Office Hours Monday through Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
  
County Belknap 
Labor Market Area Wolfeboro NH LMA 
Tourism Region Lakes 
Planning Commission Lakes Region 
Regional Development Belknap County Economic Development Council 
  
Election Districts  
 US Congress District 1 
 Executive Council District 1 
 State Senate District 4 
 State Representative Belknap County District 5 

 
 
Incorporated: 1796 
 
Origin: Originally called New Durham Gore, the town was settled by a group from Roxbury, 
Massachusetts. There were already two towns named Roxbury in New England, so the town 
was incorporated as Alton in honor of a prominent family from Roxbury. The town’s boundary 
envelopes the five-mile long Alton Bay, southeastern point of Lake Winnipesaukee, and 
includes the southern side of Wolfeboro Harbor and all of the largest islands in the southeast 
end of the lake. Alton’s 19.3 square miles of inland water area is the highest among the cities 
and towns in New Hampshire. 
 
Villages and Place Names: Alton Bay, East Alton, Mount Major, South Alton, West Alton 
 
Population, Year of the First Census Taken: 445 residents in 1790 
 
Population Trends: Population change for Alton totaled 3,339 over 50 years, from 1,189 in 
1950 to 4,528 in 2000. The largest decennial percent change was a 48 percent increase 
between 1970 and 1980, followed by 35 percent and 38 percent increases over the next two 

decades. The 2009 Census estimate 
for Alton was 5,116 residents, which 
ranked 66th among New Hampshire's incorporated cities and towns.  
 
Population Density and Land Area, 2009 (NH Office of Energy & Planning):  
80.5 persons per square mile of land area. Alton contains 63.9 square miles of  
land area and 19.3 square miles of inland water area. 
 

3,289
4,528

1,189

5,116

1,241 1,647 2,440

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2009



Economic & Labor Market Information Bureau, NH Employment Security, 2010. Community Response Received 11/18/10 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES 
Type of Government Selectmen 
Budget: Municipal Appropriations, 2009 $7,075,746 
Budget: School Appropriations, 2009 $11,623,952 
Zoning Ordinance 1970/07 
Master Plan 2002 
Capital Improvement Plan Yes 
Industrial Plans Reviewed By Planning Board 
 

Boards and Commissions 
Elected: Selectmen; Planning; Library; Cemetery; Budget; 

Checklist; Trust Funds; Water; Zoning 
Appointed: Conservation; Parks & Recreation; Lavay Park; 

Milfoil; Energy 
 

Public Library Gilman 
 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Police Department Full & part-time 
Fire Department Full & part-time 
Emergency Medical Service Municipal 
 
 

Nearest Hospital(s) Distance Staffed Beds 
Huggins Hospital, Wolfeboro 11 miles  25 
    
    

 

UTILITIES 
Electric Supplier PSNH; NH Electric Coop; Wolfeboro 

Electric 
Natural Gas Supplier None 
Water Supplier Alton Water Works 
 

Sanitation Private septic 
Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant No 
Solid Waste Disposal 
Curbside Trash Pickup Private 
Pay-As-You-Throw Program No 
Recycling Program Mandatory 

 

Telephone Company Fairpoint; TDS 
Cellular Telephone Access Yes 
Cable Television Access Yes 
Public Access Television Station Yes 
High Speed Internet Service: Business Yes 
 Residential Yes 

 

PROPERTY TAXES (NH Dept. of Revenue Administration) 
2009 Total Tax Rate (per $1000 of value) $11.83 
2009 Equalization Ratio 98.8 
2009 Full Value Tax Rate (per $1000 of value) $11.66 
 

2009 Percent of Local Assessed Valuation by Property Type 
 Residential Land and Buildings 96.0% 
 Commercial Land and Buildings 3.6% 
 Public Utilities, Current Use, and Other 0.4% 

 

HOUSING SUPPLY (NH Office of Energy and Planning) 
2009 Total Housing Units 4,217 
  

2009 Single-Family Units 3,771 
Residential Permits, Net Change of Units 17 

2009 Multi-Family Units 241 
 Residential Permits, Net Change of Units 0 

2009 Manufactured Housing Units 205 

DEMOGRAPHICS  (US Census Bureau) 
Total Population Community County 
2009 5,116 61,358 
2000 4,528 56,576 
1990 3,289 49,294 
1980 2,440 42,884 
1970 1,647 32,367 

 

Demographics, American Community Survey (ACS) 2005-2009 
Population by Gender 
Male 2,467 Female 2,598 

 

Population by Age Group 
Under age 5 281 
Age 5 to 19 1,303 
Age 20 to 34 695 
Age 35 to 54 1,350 
Age 55 to 64 836 
Age 65 and over 881 

Median Age  43.9 years 
 

Educational Attainment, population 25 years and over 
High school graduate or higher  88.8% 
Bachelor's degree or higher  26.5% 

 

INCOME, 2009 INFLATION ADJUSTED $ (ACS 2005-2009) 
Per capita income $29,959 
Median 4-person family income $64,727 
Median household income $59,788 
  

Median Earnings, full-time, year-round workers 
 Male $47,600 
 Female $35,417 
 

Families below the poverty level 2.9% 
 

LABOR FORCE   (NHES – ELMI) 
Annual Average 1999 2009 
 Civilian labor force 1,922 2,789 
 Employed 1,873 2,636 
 Unemployed 49 153 
 Unemployment rate 2.5% 5.5% 

 

EMPLOYMENT & WAGES (NHES – ELMI) 
Annual Average Covered Employment 1999 2009 
Goods Producing Industries 

 Average Employment 45 87 
 Average Weekly Wage $451 $635 
 

Service Providing Industries 
 Average Employment 540 610 
 Average Weekly Wage $297 $497 
 

Total Private Industry 
 Average Employment 585 697 
 Average Weekly Wage $309 $514 
 

Government (Federal, State, and Local) 
 Average Employment 170 324 
 Average Weekly Wage $466 $654 
 

Total, Private Industry plus Government 
 Average Employment 754 1,021 
 Average Weekly Wage $344 $559 

 n =  indicates that data does not meet disclosure standards 



Economic & Labor Market Information Bureau, NH Employment Security, 2010. Community Response Received 11/18/10 

EDUCATION AND CHILD CARE 
Schools students attend: Alton operates grades K-8; grades 9-12 are jointly managed with Barnstead. District: SAU 

72/JMA 
Career Technology Center(s): Region 9 Vocational Technical Center, Wolfeboro  Region:  09 

 

Educational Facilities Elementary Middle/Junior High High School Private/Parochial 
Number of Schools 1  1  
Grade Levels  P K 1-8  9-12  
Total Enrollment 592  524  

 

NH Licensed Child Care Facilities, 2010: Total Facilities:  4 Total Capacity:  97 
 

Nearest Community/Technical College:  Lakes Region 
Nearest Colleges or Universities:  University of NH 

 

LARGEST BUSINESSES PRODUCT/SERVICE EMPLOYEES ESTABLISHED 
Town of Alton Municipal services 140 1796 
Alton School Department Education 116 1797 
McDonald's Fast food restaurant 50 1995 
Hannaford Brothers Supermarket 38FT/94 PT 2006 
Dunkin' Donuts Donut shop 20 1996 
Water Industries Commercial pumping systems 20 1963 
Alton Home & Lumber Hardware & lumber sales 10 1994 
Christian Conference Center Recreational, campground 8 1863 
Blake Equipment Water pumps 5 1998 
    

 

TRANSPORTATION (distances estimated from city/town hall) 
Road Access US Routes  
 State Routes 11, 11D, 28, 28A, 140 
Nearest Interstate, Exit I-93, Exit 20 
 Distance 28 miles 
 

Railroad No 
Public Transportation No 
 

Nearest Public Use Airport, General Aviation  
 Laconia Municipal Runway 5,286 ft. asphalt 
 Lighted? Yes  Navigation Aids? Yes 
Nearest Airport with Scheduled Service  
 Manchester-Boston Regional Distance 45 miles 
 Number of Passenger Airlines Serving Airport 6 
 

Driving distance to select cities: 
Manchester, NH  40 miles 
Portland, Maine 69 miles 
Boston, Mass.  91 miles 
New York City, NY  304 miles 
Montreal, Quebec 254 miles 

 

COMMUTING TO WORK  (ACS 2005-2009) 
Workers 16 years and over 
Drove alone, car/truck/van 81.1% 
Carpooled, car/truck/van 6.0% 
Public transportation 0.0% 
Walked 3.3% 
Other means 1.5% 
Worked at home 8.1% 

Mean Travel Time to Work 29.7 minutes 
  

Percent of Working Residents:  Census 2000  
 Working in community of residence 24% 
 Commuting to another NH community 68% 
 Commuting out-of-state 9% 

RECREATION, ATTRACTIONS, AND EVENTS 
X Municipal Parks 
X YMCA/YWCA 
 Boys Club/Girls Club 
 Golf Courses 
 Swimming: Indoor Facility 
 Swimming: Outdoor Facility 
 Tennis Courts: Indoor Facility 
X Tennis Courts: Outdoor Facility 
 Ice Skating Rink: Indoor Facility 
 Bowling Facilities 
X Museums 
 Cinemas 
 Performing Arts Facilities 
X Tourist Attractions 
X Youth Organizations (i.e., Scouts, 4-H) 
X Youth Sports: Baseball 
X Youth Sports: Soccer 
 Youth Sports: Football 
X Youth Sports: Basketball 
 Youth Sports: Hockey 
X Campgrounds 
X Fishing/Hunting 
X Boating/Marinas 
X Snowmobile Trails 
 Bicycle Trails 
X Cross Country Skiing 
X Beach or Waterfront Recreation Area 
 Overnight or Day Camps 
  

 Nearest Ski Area(s):  Gunstock 
  

 Other: Boat Launch; Town Docks; Swim Dock; Public 
Beach in Picnic Area; B&M RR; Old Home Days; Mt. 
Washington Dock 

 



DATES TO REMEMBER

January 1, 2011 Fiscal Year Begins.

March 1, 2011 Last date to file an application for abatement.

March 31, 2011 Last day for Intent to Cut to be filed.
Written Extension for Timber Cut beyond April 1st

to June 30th due (report must be filed 8/15/2011)

April 1, 2011 Real Property assessment date.

April 1, 2011 Intent to Excavate

April 15, 2011 Tax Exemption or Veteran’s Credit must be filed.
Excavation Reports from previous year ( 3/31—4/1)
Due April 1st or April 15th if still in operation.
Last day to file Current Use applications.
Deadline for filing applications for Charitable Non-
Profit properties. (A9 & A12 Forms).

May 15, 2011 Report of Timber Cut is due.

July 1, 2011 Last day to pay first installment of 2011 property
taxes without interest penalty.

August 15, 2011 Extended Timber Reports must be filed.

December 1, 2011 Last day to pay final installment of 2011 property
taxes without interest penalty.



Dedicated to Mark Northridge

This report is dedicated to Mark for his meritorious
tenure over the years as our elected Town Moderator.

2000-2011



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Opening

Voting Information & Acknowledgements
Historical Perspective
Right to Know ~ Summary by Local Government
Community Profile
Dates to Remember
Dedication of Town Report
Table of Contents

General Administration

Elected Town Officials 1
Appointed Town Officials 3
Meeting Calendar 7
Selectmen’s Report 8
Town Administrator’s Report 9
Minutes of 2010 Deliberative Session 10
Official Ballot Results, March 9, 2010 28

Financial

Independent Auditor’s Report 33
Auditor’s Report Comparative Statement 34
Dept. of Revenue Tax Rate Calculation 58
Alton Tax Rate ~ Pie Chart 59
Inventory of Town Owned Properties 60
Assessing Office 61
Tax Relief Programs 63
Tax Collector 65
Town Treasurer 69
Trustees of Trust Funds 75
MS9 ~ Summary of the Trust Funds 76
Summary of Legal Expenses 83

Reports of Town Officials

Budget Committee 84
Capital Improvement Recommendations 86
Cemetery Trustees 90
Code Official 91
Conservation Commission 92
Downtown Revitalization Committee 93
Fire Chief 95
Forest Fire Warden & State Forest Ranger 97
Gilman Library 98
Gilman Library Trustees 99
Gilman Museum 101
Highway Agent 102
Public/Private Roads, Winter Maintenance 103
Levey Park Trustees 104
Milfoil Committee 105
Operation Blessings 107
Parks & Recreation Director 108
Planning Department 109
Planning Board Applications 110
Police Chief 113
Police Department Statistics 114
Solid Waste Center 115
Solid Waste Statistics 116
Lakes Region Household Hazardous Products 117
Supervisors of the Checklist 119

Town Clerk 120
Town Clerk Vital Statistics 121
Water Works 124
Water Quality Reports 125
Welfare Officer 128
Zoning Board of Adjustment Applications 129

Regional Report

Raymond S. Burton Executive Councilor 132

Community Organizations Reports

Alton Community Services 133
Alton Garden Club 134
Alton Historical Society 135
Alton Senior Center 136
American Red Cross 137
Appalachian Mountain Teen Project 139
Belknap Range Conservation Coalition 141
Caregivers of Southern Carroll County 143
Child & Family Services 144
Community Action Program 145
Community Health & Hospice 148
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 149
Genesis Behavioral Health 150
Oliver JM Gilman Fund 151
Lakes Region Planning Commission 152
Medication Bridge 156
New Beginnings 157
Visiting Nurse Association-Hospice 158

2010 Warrant, Ballot and Budget

Posting of Warrant 159
Warrant Articles 161
2011 Town Budget (MS-7) 171
2011 Special Warrant Articles 179
2011 Default Budget 181
Official Sample Ballot March 8, 2011 185
Application for Appointment 191

Back Cover

Town Government General Information



TOWN of

ALTON

General Administration



































































TOWN of

ALTON

Financial Reports



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74



75



76



77



78



79



80



81



82



83



84



TOWN of

ALTON

Town Official

Reports



































































































TOWN of

ALTON

Regional

Reports



132

132



TOWN of

ALTON

Community Organization

Reports



133



134



135



136



137



138



139



140



141



142



143



144



145



146



147



148



149



150



151



152



153



154



155



156



157



158



TOWN of

ALTON

Warrant and Budget



























171



172



173



174



175



176



177



178



179



180



181



182



183



184



185



186



187



188



189



190



191



192



TOWN GOVERNMENT GENERAL INFORMATION

TOWN HALL
1 Monument Square, PO Box 659 | Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm
Main Office: 875-2161 {Connecting to all Town Departments}
Emergency Dial: 911 TDD Dial: 875-0111
Health & Human Services Information and Referral : 2-1-1

TOWN DEPARTMENTS e-mail Address Telephone
Board of Selectmen selectmen@alton.nh.gov 875-2161
Cemetery Department cemetery@alton.nh.gov 875-0202
Code Official code@alton.nh.gov 875-0107
Conservation Commission cindy@alton.nh.gov 875-2164
Finance Office finance@alton.nh.gov 875-0203
Fire Department firerescue@alton.nh.gov 875-0222
Gilman Library library@alton.nh.gov 875-2550
Gilman Museum museum@alton.nh.gov 875-0201
Highway Department highway@alton.nh.gov 875-6808
Land Use & Property Records property@alton.nh.gov 875-5095
Parks & Recreation parksrec@alton.nh.gov 875-0109
Planning Board and ZBA planner@alton.nh.gov 875-2162
Police Department police@alton.nh.gov 875-0757
Senior Citizens Center altonsc@metrocast.net 875-7102
Solid Waste Center solidwaste@alton.nh.gov 875-5801
Supervisors of the Checklist townclerk@alton.nh.gov 875-5067
Tax Collector taxes@alton.nh.gov 875-2171
Town Administrator administrator@alton.nh.gov 875-0102
Town Assessor assessor@alton.nh.gov 875-2167
Town Clerk townclerk@alton.nh.gov 875-2101
Town Planner planner@alton.nh.gov 875-0108
Town Treasurer finance@alton.nh.gov 686-0257
Water Department water@alton.nh.gov 875-4200
Welfare Office secretary@alton.nh.gov 875-2161

TOWN SCHOOLS
Alton Central School sross@alton.k12.nh.us 875-7500
Prospect Mountain High School jfitzpatrick@pmhschool.com 875-3800
School Superintendent Office superintendent@altonk12.nh.us 875-7890

TOWN OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON THE FOLLOWING DATES:
February 21, 2011
May 30, 2011
July 4, 2011
September 5, 2011

November 11, 2011
November 24th & 25th, 2011
December 26, 2011
January 2, 2012

Note: The Solid Waste Center will be open the day after Thanksgiving, November 25, 2011
& closed on Easter Sunday, April 24, 2011


